Clinical symptoms of open lock position of the condyle. Relation to anterior dislocation of the temporomandibular joint.
Nine cases of open lock position of the condyle of the temporomandibular joint (TMJ) are reported. In two patients recurrent dislocation of the TMJ was diagnosed clinically, and four had previous episodes of anterior dislocation. An arthrotomographic examination revealed that the condyles of the affected TMJs were located anterior to the anterior bands of the disks at an open-mouth position. An arthrographic fluoroscopic examination showed that the anterior bands mechanically obstructed the anteriorly displaced condyles from posterior movement into the articular fossae to various degrees at open-mouth position. One cause of anterior dislocation of the TMJ is thought to be fixation of the condyle in the open lock position resulting from a disturbance of a neuromuscular mechanism. In the two patients with dislocation, occlusal treatment eliminated muscular symptoms and the dislocations completely disappeared.